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Results of Our Big Conversation March 2015 
 

Purpose of Big Conversation:  
To support the school in evaluating its approach to supporting pupils with their learning.  
 
Context: 
Following a training day on the theme of ‘Pitch Perfect’ teaching in January and a review of 
SEND provision, staff decided to ask pupils what they thought as part of a review of the 
curriculum.  
 

The Questions:  
Pupils in mixed age groups discussed the following questions: 

1. Can you tell us what is happening in lessons where you learn best? 
2. What could your teachers do to help you learn better? 

Results of the Pupils’ Discussions: 
Pupils identified the following as helpful in their learning: 

• When teachers give us examples 
• When they let us do our own research 
• When someone shows us first 
• When I am enjoying something I can concentrate more 
• When we get to make or do things 
• When there are more pictures / slide shows / PowerPoints 
• When it’s entertaining 
• When it’s physical 
• When we use ICT / iPads 
• When they take us to places we are learning about 
• When they really make us think 
• When there are videos 
• When we do actions 
• When we play games that include learning 
• When teachers explain things in different ways 
• When teachers let people join in 
• When teachers tell us the lesson plan the day before 
• When teachers have props 
• When they have visual models 
• When we work in groups / with Talk Partners 
• Doings some things like maths every morning helps 
• When there are resources / pieces of equipment to help us (like cubes / numicon) 
• When we recap 
• When they come over to see your work and help you 
• When we get a challenge 
• When they show us strategies like multiplying grids 
• Displays to support learning 
• A quiet classroom 
• Sitting near someone sensible / helpful 
• Assessments make us concentrate 
• Practising handwriting and spelling so it’s easier to do in your work 
• When there are things to look at / feel 
• Lessons just for us (e.g. with Learning Mentors) 
• When we have planning / talking frames 
• Songs to help us remember 
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• Outside activities 
• Our help folders 
• Lots of time to practise 
• When lessons are longer  
• When we can write a note in our books for the teacher so we don’t have to say 

things out loud 
 

Pupils identified the following as things teachers could do to help them learn more 
effectively: 

• More of the above! 
• Make lessons less complicated 
• Make lessons as active as possible 
• Let us pick what the topic is 
• A day / week when you can learn about just one topic 

 

Next steps: 
Mrs Phillips will report the results of this Big Conversation to members of staff and the way 
the curriculum is delivered will be reviewed / revised for the summer term. 
 


